Att Transport for NSW
Re; Proposed B-Line Roundabout, Barrenjoey Road and Neptune Road Newport.
We have lived at 2 Neptune Road, Newport since 1989. As long term residents, we object to both the
B-Line concept to Newport and the proposed roundabout.
The B-Line concept.
As we understood the concept for a B-Line system for Sydney is to channel local buses to key
interchange points and efficiently transfer passengers from those local buses to express B-Line services
to the city.
It was not the concept to encourage cars to commuter car parks.
As we understand it the proposal is to reduce bus services further up the peninsula and increase
commuter parking on the beach at Newport. We do not understand or support this concept.
Buses should interchange with a B-Line at Mona Vale, where the two arms along Pittwater meet.
The Beachfront under threat from rising sea levels
The car park at Newport is on the beachfront dune system. Some would argue the car park should not
be there at all for environmental reasons. It certainly should not be further developed as a beachfront
bus terminal.
Is there any precedence for a bus terminal at a beach in Sydney?
Our beachfront is increasingly under pressure and will need a substantial and effective dune system if
it is to mitigate rising sea levels. The Porter Reserve catchment drains through the intersection of
Barrenjoey Road and Neptune Road. This will compound and complicate any proposal to create a
roundabout and bus terminal at this location.
None of these matters of principle are addressed in any material exhibited to date.
Key principles for the junction of Barrenjoey Road and Neptune Road
We understand that our local member Rob Stokes has committed to much of this.
•

No trees should be threatened by any changes to the place. All the Norfolk Island pines and
the magnificent Banksia at 431 Barrenjoey Road must be retained.

•

No changes should be contemplated to 437 Barrenjoey Road, its house, its gardens and the
fine sandstone walls and steps fronting Neptune Road. This is one of the oldest houses in
Newport and in our view, is of great local heritage significance.

•

Vehicular access is retained to 439 and 441 Barrenjoey Road

•

No changes of level, walls or fences should be contemplated for the footpaths and the public
domain that exists at the place where Neptune Road meets Barrenjoey Road.

Magnificent Banksia tree at 431 Barrenjoey Road and Neptune Road
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Historic sandstone steps and wall on Neptune Road at 437 Barrenjoey Road

Historic sandstone steps and wall on Neptune Road at 437 Barrenjoey Road

Newport Village Centre
Substantial improvements have been made to the Newport Village Centre, with great landscaping that
will identify this meeting place for generations to come.
This village environment should not be impacted by the B-Line. There is no confidence that the village
centre would remain as it is today. The B-Line does not travel though any equivalent environment on
its way to the CBD. Elsewhere the B-Line is in a three lane road environment. Why the two lane
environment of Newport?
Potentially misleading material exhibited to the public
The material presented to the public suggests that a roundabout can be delivered without impacting
any existing trees or any existing property. The ‘indicative plan” does not affect 431 or 437 Barrenjoey
Road or any existing trees.

Exhibited plan retaining trees and 431 and 437 Barrenjoey
Road intact

Exhibited aerial retaining trees, 431 and 437 Barrenjoey
Road intact.

The “indicative plan” does not seem to work. It may mislead the public if the exhibited “indicative plans”
are knowingly incorrect.
•

We need a commitment to the retention of existing trees.

•

We need a commitment that there will be no impact on 431 or 437 Barrenjoey Road.

•

We need a commitment that there will be no impact on the existing sandstone walls and steps
on Neptune Road.

The “indicative plan” can be compared to 2 situations.
The roundabout at the junction of Mona Vale Road and Ponderosa Parade at Mona Vale is a much
larger and invasive proposition. Is that what is knowingly proposed?
Another rumour is that a diameter of 30m plus footpath, plus landscaping is proposed. This is quite
different from the exhibited plan and would remove trees and impact on 431 and 437 Barrenjoey Road.
To plan for this without informing the public is clearly misleading.

Roundabout overlay showing a 30m diameter arrangement and the Mona Vale Road/Ponderosa Parade roundabout.

In summary we oppose the B-Line extension to Newport. The very fact that these properties, these
trees, the sand dune environment, the whole drainage and flood regime and the quality of the village
centre are at risk without substantial transport improvements proves this is the wrong move.
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