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Minutes of Meeting
Held 15t July 2025 at Newport Community Centre

Meeting commenced at 7.00PM

This meeting was cancelled due to the extreme bad weather and lack of a quorum

There were only 6 in attendance and a general discussion was had between those there before all
went home.

A request was made to Peter Middleton to give an update re the recent Robertson Rd meeting with
council and Peter kindly did so and has provided the following summary;

The third (and final) meeting of the NBC-facilitated Robertson Rd Working Group was held at Avalon
on18 June. As well as 8 NBC officers and Crs Korzy & Dillon, it was aftended by owners reps of the
Anglican Church, the south-western quarter of RR and the north-eastern quarter (the site with the
approved DA), 2 reps from Save RR, 2 from NRA and one from NCoC.

As with the earlier meetings there was a restatement of important components of the Newport Village
Masterplan and an update on latest available demographics of Newport residents and Newport
resident retail expenditure, locally and in other areas.

A table on Newport retail vacancies was also shared, commencing in April 2022 at 10.7%, improving
to a low of 2.3% in Feb-Mar of 2023 and then plateauing at ¢13% through 2023/24, before hitting a
vacancy high of c19% Feb-Apr 2025.

There was further delegate involvement in feedback/discussion activities, including rating from a
selection of shortlisted “features which best represent your vision for Newport Village”. Of the 7
characteristics identified, the top-rated were: “know you’re by the sea” and “everything in one place
(home, work, culture)”, followed by “connection with community” and “lively during the day’.

The most rewarding segment of the meeting sprung from comment from the floor, which included:

» Concern Newport is losing its unique culture, especially fashion, artisan.

« Significant support for B-Line to Newport but also significant ignorance — from those not aware of
flaws in original proposal to terminate at Neptune - that the logical, NBC-supported option is to
terminate at the southern boundary to Newport village.

* Opinion from landowners present that without a) higher build-to-site ratios and b) relaxation of
parking onus on individual developers, there is insufficient motivation for redevelopment investment.
(The owner with the approved DA even made a throw-away comment that he may be better off just
to renovate his existing site! Not further discussed, but an option probably much more welcomed by
the community, than the increased shadowing of RR and the increased traffic interference in the
current DA.)

* Reinforcement that the NBC staff attitude expressed at meeting 2 (to take any leadership in the
evolution of RR, “we need a staff recommendation and a Council resolution. In general, the



Council’s appetite for risk in developing land is low so it doesn’t reqularly happen unless we can
eliminate risk”) needs to be challenged and revisited.

» The community deemed the need for active NBC leadership in the RR/Foamcrest sector is
essential: there was somewhat stunned silence from land-owners present, when it was pointed out
if RR was developed serially, as individual projects, there would be 6 to 8 years or more, where not
only the existing retail shops would be unlettable (especially to eateries) but also the new retail, until
this narrow, one-way street totally ceased to be a building site. Any development affects the total
RR retail strip.

» The community also reiterated that the sale of Council-held land (the second-largest holding, not
including paths and road) without a direct Newport village community benefit, would not be a
community-acceptable outcome, just as it wasn't in the concepts put forward by Woolworths some
15 years ago.

» While the continued relevance of the NV Masterplan was acknowledged it is likely that it will have
additions incorporated into it.

The next NBC action is: “Prepare a Council Report outlining the process undertaken and relevant
recommendations to advance the activation of Newport, in particular Robertson Road.”

This will likely be put on the Agenda for NBC’s August or September meeting. It is unclear whether
the report drafted will be shown to the RRWG prior to being presented to Council



