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                                             Minutes of Meeting 
 

                       Held 4th November 2025 at Newport Community Centre 

 
Meeting commenced at 7.00pm 

 
Members present:              As per attendance sheet 
President                Gavin Butler 
Vice-President  & Treasurer             Glenn Moore (apology)                                                              
Secretary:                                                                Wendy Dunnet  
Committee members:                                   Sue Young (apology), P Middleton, Kyle Hill         
                                                                                (apology) Doug Cohen                                                                        
President’s Note:                                                                                                                                                
Gavin Butler welcomed members and guests including Andrew Johnston from NBC (Attendance as 

per sheet circulated). 
 
Apologies: Glenn Moore, Sue & Tony Young, Kyle Hill, Sue Ross. 

 
Approval of Minutes: of the previous meeting held 2nd September 2025 

  
Moved: R.Seldon   Seconded: D.Cohen 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

Balance as @ 31/08/2025 $1336.04 

Add Receipts $25 

Sub total $1361.04 

Deduct Payments $168 

Net assets as at 30/09/2025 $1193.04 

 
 

                                     Moved: P.Middleton                       Seconded: J.Colquhoun 
 
                         NRA annual membership is $20 per person or $25 per family and is now due. 
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Correspondence & Matters Arising:  
We received notice of meeting dates from Council  for 2026 and now that we are using a pin code 
for access, our meetings will proceed from 6.45pm to allow for setting up and conclude at 8.45pm. 
This means we still have the room for 2 hours. There are 2 dates that are unavailable for us in 2026 
- July 7th and October 6th due to maintenance at the Community Centre. We will confirm other ar-
rangements in due course. 
 
Items for Discussion: 
 
Feedback Planning meeting Mona Vale Monday 03/11/2025 
Gavin Butler reported on the Planning Forum held in Mona Vale on Monday evening 3rd  
November, organised by Jacqui Scruby, for the community to better understand the NSW  
Government’s new Low to Mid-Rise Housing Policy & the Planning Reform Bill 2025. 
James Farrington, Director of Planning and Place at NBC spoke to the meeting on these major  
reforms.  They will result in more complying developments, even for low to mid rise with less  
opportunity for community submissions. They also provide for more accelerated development & spot 
re-zonings.  
Gavin noted some proposals that are substantially bigger projects are classified as SSD ie State 
Significant Developments & therefore they by-pass local council. Mona Vale will be affected by these 
planning decisions & how future development occurs as its been designated a ‘Town Centre”. 
The meeting discussed these issues at length. Notably the lack of community consultation and the 
lack of planned increased infrastructure to handle the changes that will occur with these new  
planning reforms. 
 
Newport Planning Applications 
 

Gavin Butler lodged an objection re; DA2024/1708  2A  Allen Ave, Bilgola Beach in support of the  
objections raised by the Bilgola Beach Residents Association dated 17th October 2025.  
Submissions closed 22nd October.   
He emphasised that the Bilgola Beach area is unique within Bilgola with scientific evidence that some 
of the palms may be in excess of 400 years old so the area must be preserved. The proposed 4 storey 
dwelling seriously conflicts with the requirement that the maximum is 2 storeys.  
It is understood that it is now in the L&E court. 
 
Coast Walk Public Art in Bert Payne Park 

Council has received feedback from the community which will now be put into a brief for artists to 
consider and put forward a concept for consideration by Council & the Community.  
Council is still developing the Brief.  
 
Northern Beaches Coastal Management meeting update 
Gavin Butler & Glenn Moore attended a meeting with Council re; Hawkesbury / Nepean Pittwater & 
Coastal Management. Council is developing a Plan for Coastal management & the waterways. Pittwa-
ter beach erosion & shoreline assessment is a major concern with the possibility of beach nourish-
ment to rectify some areas. A previous Coastal Management plan by Angus Gordon, 2016/2018 has 
not been implemented. NBC is working on it. Councils are also not acting on  
waterways coastal management.  PCA also noted at the meeting the lack of regulation &  
enforcement in relation to end of life vessels. 
Jacqui Scruby is trying to obtain funding for beach nourishment but funding is required from  
Federal, State and local Councils. 
 

 
PCA Update 

There was to be a PCA meeting with Jacqui Scruby at the end of October but that had to be  
Postponed until the end of November 2025  Gavin met with her to discuss the Agenda which covered 
the following : 

 Changes to the planning system in NSW under the Environmental Planning & Assessment  
amendment (Planning System Reforms Bill 25) 

 The Housing Delivery Authority & its implications for Pittwater 
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 Failing of the Biosecurity Act 2015 in relation to weeds in Pittwater 
 End of Life vessels  
 Pittwater Northern Beaches Hospital 
 Unregulated E-Bikes  
 Update Mona Vale Rd timeline 
 Re-location of the temporary Church Point Ferry Wharf pontoon 
 Pittwater National Heritage listing 
 Coastal management & Audit office 

 
Shared Pathway to Bilgola 

The project is proceeding well. It’s webpage continues to provide updated as the project  
progresses. 
https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/ConnectingNorthernBeaches 
 
General Newport Maintenance 
Peter Middleton briefed the meeting on Patsy Fry’s initiative to re-use cut down eucalyptus trees 
into planters. She has been working on this project for some time. The first have now been installed 
underneath the Bert Payne sign in the park . Well done Patsy. The planters look terrific. 
Ray raised the issue of the footpath between The Boulevarde & Palm Rd. It is impossible to walk 
safely, it is in such a bad state. This needs to be fixed urgently. Gladstone Street footpath also 
needs repairing.  
E-bikes are still an issue. 
 
Other NBC Matters 

At a working group meeting on Robertson Road it was announced that the local Traffic  
Committee approved the implementation of global traffic management plans for 4 locations across 
the Peninsula including Robertson Rd as part of the Plug & Play activation of street spaces. This 
would allow 3 events per year. GB asked Rowie Dillon when the next event might happen. Her  
response was that Council is currently finalising the purchase of portable Hostile vehicle mitigation 
barriers & vehicle messaging systems boards that can be used to ease road closures during  
community events. Council is currently working through updating its processes to allow the  
community to use the global TMPs. 
Hopefully we will be able to see Robertson Road have an event as soon as possible. 
 
Draft Code of Meeting Practice by the State Government, which is to be adopted by all Councils in 
NSW by 31st December was discussed.  A key mandatory change is that public forums may not be 
held as part of the Council meeting. Currently Council hears submissions on items of business at that 
meeting. Council supports a public forum, but it is proposing that the public forum be held the week 
before the Council meeting.  The proposal has met with resistance from the public as it  
reduces the opportunity for the public to speak & be heard by all councillors. Gavin Butler has put in 
a submission to Council to keep the public forum to the meeting. He reiterated the NRA moved its 
meetings to the 1st Tuesday of the month so we could attend Council meetings as they have been 
moved to the 3rd Tuesday & Councillors have their briefing on the second Tuesday of the month. 
Doug Cohen reinforced these comments when he spoke to Council on the matter at the October 21st 
meeting. He read his speech to the meeting and everyone supported his comments. That the Public 
forum is the only way for the Community to be heard. 
 
General Business  

There was no general business 
 
Meeting Closed at 8.39pm 
 
Next Meeting: This will be our Christmas get together on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at the               
                               Newport Community Centre at 7.00pm.   
 
                         Our next ordinary business meeting will be Tuesday 3rd February 2026       

                                         
NRA 2025/2026  annual membership renewal fell due 1st July$20 per person or $25 per family 


