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Minutes of Meeting

Held 5th August 2025 at Newport Community Centre

Meeting commenced at 7.01pm

Members present: As per attendance sheet
President Gavin Butler
Vice-President Kyle Hill

Treasurer Glenn Moore

Secretary: Wendy Dunnet
Committee members: Sue Young, P Middleton

President’s Note:
Gavin Butler welcomed members and guests including Andrew Johnston from NBC.

Apologies: Ray & Bronwyn Brooks, Sue Ross, Selena Webber, Rebecca Capell Newport Surf Club.

Approval of Minutes: The 1st July meeting was cancelled so there were no minutes.

Moved: N/A Seconded:N/A
Treasurer’s Report

Balance as @ 30/06/2025 $1326.04
Add Receipts $125
Sub total $1451.04
Deduct Payments 0

Net assets as @ 31/07/2025 $1451.04

Moved: K.Hill Seconded: S.Young

NRA annual membership is $20 per person or $25 per family and is now due.

Correspondence & Matters Arising:
Roger Johnston emailed the Committee with his concerns regarding the recent Council approval of
the Newport tobacconist. There had been some confusion when a DA had been required for this



store which is not normally the situation. Council approved the DA as there were no grounds for re-
fusal. It was suggested Council should ask the State Government to put Tobacco shops into a sep-
arate category to other retail stores so they can been monitored accordingly.

Min Bonwick advised via email, that a sunset gathering has been organised at Oxford Falls Peace
Park on Saturday 9th August at 445pm This marks the 80th anniversary of the dropping of the
atomic bombs on Hiroshima & Nagasaki. There will be an hour of music & story telling.

We received notification of a proposed State Significant Development within the Bayview Gardens
Retirement Living site, located at 36-42 Cabbage Tree Rd, Bayview. Opal Healthcare is proposing
to redevelop an existing area within the Bayview Gardens Retirement Living to create a new,
purpose-built residential aged care facility to cater to high-care residents. It will be owned &
operated independently by Opal Health Care, separate to the existing retirement village. The
community can have a say about the proposal & are invited to provide feedback via a short survey
by 15th August 2025 by clicking here. For more information contact engage@willowtc.com.au

The Committee is having a meeting with Jacqui Scruby on Monday 11th August to discuss various
community concerns including commencement of Mona Vale Rd West, Vapes & tobacco shops,
Robertson Rd, Wakehurst Parkway, E-bikes & scooters. She was going to come to one of our
meetings but that will now be later in the year.

Items for Discussion:

Robertson Road

The RR project working group met for the 3rd time on 18th June. Peter Middleton gave a very good
summary of the meeting & the notes are on-line. Council have provided Minutes of the meeting. These
working group meetings are now finished & Council staff are putting together a paper to go to Council.
The meetings have brought the Land holders together which is a great achievement. The core objec-
tives of the masterplan have been acknowledged. Some landholders were not aware of the Master-
plan. There are still major concerns about Council’'s commitment to achieving the

objectives for Robertson Rd. Hopefully Council will find a way to take some leadership.

Members raised the question over the possibility of the B-Line coming to Newport. This led to the
history of the B-line to Newport being reiterated to the members and finishing with noting the need for
a survey regarding the B-line before the NRA makes any decisions on its position.

Note; 351 Barrenjoey Rd have given notice to vacate, to their tenants, but there is no Traffic
management plan submitted to Council as yet.

Northern Beaches Hospital Update

Michael Regan’s Private Member’s Bill was recently passed by the State Government ensuring the
State Government has a mechanism to terminate the contract with Healthscope, the private
operator of Northern Beaches Hospital, without having to pay a windfall profit if negotiations to
return the pubic hospital to public management fail. This is a critical step forward in the process of
returning our local hospital to public hands.

E-Bikes

A joint Community Forum on E-Bikes is being held on Thursday 21st August, by Dr Sophie Scamps
& Jacqui Scruby at the Mona Vale Surf Life Saving Club. Gavin Butler, John Colquhoun, Glenn Moore
& Sue Young are attending.

John Colquhoun has been diligent in pursuing changes to E-bikes, in particular that they are
identifiable. If you can identify a bike or scooter then you can identify the rider. He has raised the
issue with Jacqui Scruby & she has confirmed her commitment to improved regulation & better
enforcement of the rules. He has subsequently met with the Deputy Leader of NSW State
Opposition. Natalie Ward, & she too has confirmed her support for clear plate identification.

Another issue as explained to John by Inspector Martin Searle from Dee Why Police station, is that
E-bikes are in the same category as bicycles and that to enforce appropriate user rules then they
must be separated into their own category. Council can control the speed on a footpath if it is a
council road & that the footpath is adjacent to it. If it is a State road as is Barrenjoey Rd, they



cannot. The State Government needs to hear from the Community to help them make changes. John
has offered to prepare a proposal that will be put to members, discussed & then endorsed by the NRA

E-bikes are here to stay, how do we manage the risk?

Newport Planning Applications
WD noted there were no planning applications that were of concern. Submissions for a DA in
Wallumatta Rd have now closed.

PCA Update

Council has recently commenced consultation on changes to the Community Participation Plan. This
document guides how Council undertakes community engagement on strategic land use

planning & development matters.

Submissions close 17th August & everyone can submit their views via Have Your Say on Councils
website.

Shared Pathway to Bilgola

The project is due to commence end of August beginning of September. Check out the link
to view the detailed design. The project webpage will continue to be updated as the project
progresses.

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/ConnectingNorthernBeaches

General Newport Maintenance
Pot holes everywhere again. There is an issue with drainage on the NW corner of the Newport oval.
Plus other streets have drainage issues - Wallumatta Rd Cheryl Cres, Irrubel & Gladstone St

Other NBC Matters

Residents from Hillside Rd, Julian & Sara Levy, addressed the meeting & answered questions
regarding the development at 65 Hillside Rd which they have been objecting to for more than 3 years.
The construction work that has been carried out does not comply with the applied DA nor does it
comply with any other application. The owners have built what they wanted with total

disregard to the neighbours and the authorities. Their initial DA applied for Alterations & Additions.

In November 2023 they were issued a stop work order which they have ignored. They are now
trying to get a BIC ( Building Information certificate ). Council appears to be hamstrung by the process.
The Levy’s and all present at the meeting are concerned about the precedent this is

creating & the inability of Council to refuse the BIC. There was an extensive article in the SMH in June
2025, headlined ‘Build First, ask for the OK later’. The State Government needs to review this loophole
as it it very much invading the Northern beaches

General Business

We received a copy of an email sent to Rowie Dillon & Vincent DeLuca from Doug
Cohen after the Council meeting on 15th July 2025, questioning how Council does its’
tendering process. Currently it seems, Council pays for a trial at the suggestion of a
potential supplier, rather than the better option for us as ratepayers, the potential supplier
pays for the trial and then Council decides whether it wants to proceed via the proper
tender process. We have not yet seen a response from either Councillor.

A change in speed zones from Newport to Palm Beach will come into effect from 7th Au-
gust 2025

Meeting Closed at 8.34pm
Next Meeting: Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at the Newport Community Centre at 7.00pm

NRA 2024/2025 annual membership renewal fell due 15 July
$20 per person or $25 per family



