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                                             Minutes of Meeting 
 
                       Held 2nd September 2025 at Newport Community Centre 
 
Meeting commenced at 7.02pm 
 
Members present:               As per attendance sheet 
President                 Gavin Butler 
Vice-President                 Kyle Hill (Apology)     
Treasurer                                                                  Glenn Moore 
Secretary:                                                                 Wendy Dunnet (Apology, P Middleton deputised) 
Committee members:                                     P Middleton 
                                                                                                                                                            
President’s Note:                                                                                                                                                 
Gavin Butler welcomed members and guests including Andrew Johnston from NBC.  
(Attendance as per sheet circulated) 
 
Apologies: Wendy Dunnet, Kyle Hill, Sue & Tony Young, Sue Ross, Cr Rowie Dillon  
 
Approval of Minutes: of the previous meeting held 5th August 2025 

 
Moved: Glenn Moore   Seconded: Ron Seldon 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

Balance as @ 31/07/2025 $1451.04 

Add Receipts $95 

Sub total $1546.04 

Deduct Payments $210 

Net assets as @ 31/08/2025 $1366.04 

 
 
                                     Moved: Ron Seldon                      Seconded: Ray Brooks 
                          

NRA annual membership is $20 per person or $25 per family and is now due. 

mailto:wendydunnet@gmail.com
http://www.newport.org.au/
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Correspondence & Matters Arising:  
MP Jacqui Scruby’s office extended an invitation via email for residents to nominate to attend State 
Parliament question time followed by morning tea on 18 September . As the RSVP date was 03 
September and the NRA committee is currently in the process of rescheduling a dedicated meeting 
with Ms Scruby (for a postponed August meeting), our president acknowledged the invitation. 
 
Our NBC liaison, Andew Johnston, had emailed our president with an invitation for nominees to be 
considered for selection to an NBC Coastal Management Program Community Working Group. 
(The details will be covered under the agenda item.) 
 
Gavin had received an email from NBC’s Cultural Engagement & Planning Coordinator re NRA and 
its members previous input on the Coast Walk Public Art in Bert Payne Park project. (The details 
will be covered under the agenda item.) 
 
NRA has received a solicitation for participants, from Dr Birkham Chatterjee, University of Otago, re 
a Research Project: Remuneration reporting by Australian Local Councils. Any member wish-
ing to look further into participation should contact our president or secretary for further information. 
 
There is no further news of action on Robertson Rd, beyond the vacating by all the retailers re-
ported at the August meeting. Our president regularly enquires of NBC, if a Traffic Management 
Plan has been lodged for the 351 B’joey Rd site but as yet no sign of any action. There was a ques-
tion re the very much cleared interior space of the Newport Post Office: this is thought to be associ-
ated with the AustPost recent release on the streamlining of some of their POs interiors. 
 
Jacqui Scruby’s office advised that negotiations are moving forward on the possibility of NBH going 
to a total Public operation. Gavin read the meeting a release on the commencement of a 4-week 
investigation by the project team. (There is a link to this on our NRA website and our Facebook 
page, including a link to the relevant petition.) 
 
Items for Discussion  
 
E-Bikes Update 
John Colquhoun reported on the community forum he and other NRA members attended on 21 Au-
gust. He was disappointed with a number of omissions, which include:  
- There was no identification of the impact of these bikes on the ‘over 50s’ group, a sector to which 

this has major relevance. 
- There was no discussion on a need for identifying “E-motorbikes”. 
- The main emphasis was on ‘health & activity’, not ‘safety’ for the public, as well as riders.  
- The police representative re-iterated that “we uphold the law once it is made” but there was no 

focus on giving police the tools to control safe integration of bikes and pedestrians. 
Glenn Moore reported that MP Sophie Scamps has put forward for discussion a Private Member’s 
Bill, to legislate on imported bikes but the Federal response was that e-bikes are a State matter. So 
it looks like our legislators have no intentions on short or medium-term action for limitations on e-
bikes. Education was stressed as an important initiative aimed at addressing the situation. 
Andrew Johnston added that there is a current proposal from ‘Bicycles NSW’ and a few schools have 
already taken up this new student program. 
 
Newport Planning Applications  
Julian & Sara Levy, adjacent neighbours of 65 Hillside Rd, reported on the grossly disappointing 
outcome, in the authorisation of extensive construction works done in breach of any DA or other 
planning instrument. Both NBC and the Local Planning Panel had supported the applicant’s appeal 
to legitimise the unapproved construction, with only very minor conditions. 
The larger concern is the precedent this sets for future constructions which breach both formal con-
straints as well as being inappropriate to the Pittwater natural environment and streetscape. 
NRA had also received a letter from NBC advising of the outcome because of our submission. 
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Glenn Moore wondered if there existed any procedure within Council to investigate whether due pro-
cess had been applied to a particular approval, where it exceeds the structural parameters? 
NRA will draw attention to the disappointing outcome in our communication with MP Jacqui Scruby. 
 
Coast Walk Public Art in Bert Payne Park  
Gavin outlined the NRA earlier involvement in making input on this NBC initiated project. He circulated 
an aerial showing the draft proposed locations, recognising earlier local community comment on the 
disabilities of the initial location proposed. 
The project is currently open for comment from the broader community via the NBC website or news-
letter (closing 21 September): yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/coast-walk-public-art-newport/  
Everyone is encouraged to give their input.  
 
Northern Beaches Coastal Management Program Working Group 
Gavin outlined broader PCA involvement in an earlier, broader, multi-council group, covering the 
Hawkesbury/Pittwater zone.) Selection for this NBC group will be made on the basis of relevant 
skills, experience and community connections. Gavin has contacted members who had previously 
represented on Pittwater relevant matters. Nominations close on 21 September. 
 
PCA Update 
Gavin reported on the wider PCA discussion on the Draft NBC Community Engagement Policy, raised 
at our NRA August meeting. This will address public input on wider areas than DAs, including how 
Council can communicate on other matters with the general public, in addition to those residents 
involved in community organisations. This will be pertinent in areas such as the use of a new portal 
for passing on the workings of the new, sticker-free parking permit registrations. 
 
Shared Pathway to Bilgola 
Andrew Johnston advised that construction will commence mid-September, for completion 
mid-2006. Work will take place Monday-Friday, 0700-1700 to minimise resident disturbance. 
 
General Newport Maintenance 
• Gavin drew attention to links on the NRA website for direct reporting of potholes, etc, respectively 
to NBC (local roads) and to State Transport (major roads).  
• The ‘Snap, Send, Solve’ app is also an easy and effective means of reporting local infrastructure 
and related problems. 
• Website links also exist for reporting non-compliance with the recent, more stringent legislation on 
tobacco and vaping products. 
 
General Business  
• There was discussion on both positive views (mainly safety) and negative views (mainly 
revenue raising and inconsistencies for main road speed limits), relative to the B’joey 
change to 50kph north from Beaconsfield. 
• There was largely positive feedback on the Beach-to-Beach Fun Run. The introduction 
of alternate distances saw participation grow to c6,500 from c4,000. The fund-raiser BBQs 
seemed a great success. There was comment than it had contributed to more beach sand 
onto the park grass but this was felt to be mainly due to recent heavy weather. 
 
 
Meeting Closed at 8.22pm 
 
Next Meeting: This will be the NRA AGM on Tuesday 7th October 2025 (with guest speaker)  
at the Newport Community Centre at 7.00pm        
                                         

NRA 2024/2025 annual membership renewal fell due 1st July 
$20 per person or $25 per family 


