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Feedback on the Draft Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2026-2030 -
Newport Ocean Pool Precinct

As local community members who deeply value the Northern Beaches' iconic
coastal lifestyle, we are writing to formally provide feedback on the Draft
Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP) 2026-2030.

We commend Council on developing a comprehensive framework that turns
strategic commitments into clear, actionable inclusion measures.

However, we wish to strongly advocate for the urgent prioritisation

of Newport Ocean Pool (Newport Rockpool) under this new four-year cycle.
While our rockpools are prized natural and recreational landmarks, the
Newport pool precinct currently highlights the uneven nature of disability
inclusion across our LGA. For community members with physical, sensory, or
mobility restrictions, accessing and enjoying this asset presents significant,
systemic barriers. Crucially, the current state of neglect means that
accessing the pool is actually exceptionally difficult and hazardous for able-
bodied people as well, not just those living with a disability. Upgrading this
precinct is an issue of broad community safety that will inherently benefit
every single user.

We request that Council explicitly incorporates the modernisation and
accessibility overhaul of the Newport Ocean Pool precinct into the final
rollout of the DIAP, specifically targeting the following draft focus areas and
actions:

1. Activating the Mayor’s Mandate for Recreational Access

In the opening message of the Draft Plan, it is explicitly highlighted that
practical, everyday inclusion means ensuring people with a disability can
move around safely, go to the beach or pool, and use public toilets and
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parking without having to constantly problem-solve. Currently, residents or
visitors with limited mobility wishing to utilise Newport Ocean Pool faces an
exhausting number of physical barriers. The primary journey from the street
down to the water is steep, fractured, and restrictive. By addressing these
precinct bottlenecks at Newport, Council has a direct opportunity to fulfil the
core promise of the mandate outlined by the Mayor.

2. Direct Alignment with Focus Area 2: Creating Liveable and Safer
Communities

The draft plan notes that 58% of surveyed individuals with a disability on
the Northern Beaches still feel excluded or only sometimes included in
community life. Community insights explicitly state that everyday spaces
remain hard to navigate due to persistent barriers in parking, footpaths, public
facilities, and outdoor recreation areas. To bridge this experience gap, we
urge the Park Assets and Building Assets teams to deploy capital resources at
Newport Pool via the following draft actions:

e Action 2.09 (Rockpool Renewal Program): We heavily endorse the
commitment to 'ldentify, prioritise, and implement feasible accessibility
improvements as part of the rockpool renewal program'. We formally request
that Newport Ocean Pool be prioritised in the early phases of this plan. Capital
works must focus on re-grading the steep, stepped concrete path descending
from the Boulevarde into a continuous, DDA-compliant ramp, complete with AS
1428.1 compliant double-tier marine-grade handrails and Tactile Ground
Surface Indicators (TGSIs). Furthermore, targeted structural work is urgently
required to level the pool’s internal sandstone floor surface. Currently, once a
swimmer has successfully navigated the steps into the water from the uneven
entry ramp, the pool floor itself is incredibly uneven, slick, and remarkably
difficult to walk on safely.

e Action 2.17 (Public Amenities Capital Works): The current toilet blocks
servicing the southern end of Newport Beach fail basic modern standards of
universal design. In line with Action 2.17 to deliver accessible public amenities
where renewal is underway, Council must prioritise the complete overhaul or
reconstruction of these amenities to deliver a dedicated, unisex, MLAK-keyed
accessible toilet, family change area, and a solar-boosted warm water rinse
station.

¢ Open Space Strategy Linked Action (Page 27): The DIAP correctly references
the Open Space Strategy’s mandate to improve the accessibility of Council's
open spaces, beaches, and rockpools. To truly integrate this precinct,
individuals utilising wheelchairs, walker or prams should be able to transition
seamlessly between life-saving services, the public playground, Newport village
and the water without navigating steps, loose sand, grass or uneven ground.

2



e Action 2.04 (Accessible Parking Audit): While Council reviews existing car
parks to assess the provision and alignment of accessible spaces with
Australian Standards, please consider the allocation of dedicated, DDA-
compliant accessible parking bay(s) at the closest street-level drop-off point.

3. Operational Safety and Year-Round Activation

Inclusion also means maintaining public assets, so they are safe to use.
Newport Pool features a beautiful, natural sandstone floor that is highly
susceptible to rapid, dangerously slippery algae blooms. For elderly
swimmers or those with unstable mobility, this presents a severe slip and
safety hazard. To satisfy the plan's objective of creating safer, liveable
communities, Council should commit to an increased, strictly scheduled
operational cycle of eco-friendly high-pressure water blasting.

Furthermore, permanently etching visual lane markers and clear depth
indicators directly into the concrete perimeter walls will allow vision-impaired
and lap swimmers to utilise the pool safely without the need for high-
maintenance floating ropes.

Conclusion

The Draft DIAP 2026-2030 correctly notes that when accessibility standards,
planning controls, and universal design principles are applied consistently,
barriers are successfully reduced and participation is increased. Newport
Ocean Poolis a priceless community asset, but it shouldn't only be
accessible to the able-bodied. By targeting infrastructure spend on structural
ramps, internal pool surface levelling, updated southern amenities, and a
connected boardwalk precinct, Council can turn the words of this Action Plan
into a life-changing reality for local residents.

Thank you for considering our submission, and we look forward to seeing
Newport Ocean Pool featured prominently in the upcoming capital works
allocations.

Yours sincerely,
Gavin Butler

President
Newport Residents Association



